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CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT

If you receive our quarterly
National newsletter Set Free,
you will have read of some of
the amazing stories of lives
that have been restored and
transformed through this
ministry. Our volunteers,
inspired by their Christian
faith, have served prisoners,
ex-offenders and their families
throughout Australia. It is
truly a privilege to serve God
and the thousands of men and
women affected by crime in this
country!
I am very happy to report that
various initiatives that we have
implemented over the past
couple of years have borne fruit
in the current season. Most
significant amongst these are
the growth of The Prisoner’s
Journey (TPJ) course, the
establishment of our National
Daryl Myatt

David Maxwell

Steven Nicholson
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GENERAL MANAGER’S
REPORT

office, and the relaunch of our
website. Our Board has served
us very well over the past 12
months, ensuring a smooth
transition to a more focussed,
National organisation. I thank
them all for their hard work and
passionate dedication.
Our national office, based in
Melbourne, now comprises
a full time General Manager,
part time Finance Manager, TPJ
Coordinator and Administrative
Assistant. This great team has
enabled us to improve the
quality of support for those at
the coal face, by centralising
common functions like
finance administration, formal
stakeholder communications
and TPJ planning and reporting.
It has also enabled us to focus
on key national priorities such
as the re-establishment of our
Vera Ou-Young

Michael Wood

work in South Australia and
the establishment of a new
ministry to be based in Darwin.

What a privilege it is to serve

collective. It is breath-taking! I

Inside, SLAM, T24 and many

Prison Fellowship! This past

believe each of our volunteers

more.

year has been one of renewed

serves as a response to a

As I note regularly, the most
important work of Prison
Fellowship Australia is the daily
efforts of the volunteers and
staff who serve inmates, former
inmates, their families and
others. I am very thankful to
God for all they do and I know
those we serve are thankful
too.

national focus and growth. I

prompting in their spirit – which

have had the joy of being part

is God-given. The painting that

of this organisation for over

God is creating is beautiful.

Michael Wood
Chairman

John Peberdy

eleven years and I truly believe

Peter Hall
Absent:
Shane Ellery

providing a more engaging
and accessible interface to
those who want to know more

year through the expansion

about what we are doing. Its

of The Prisoner’s Journey (TPJ)

design and redevelopment was

Of course our two core

course, with the program now

funded through a personal

strengths remain; wonderful

offered in New South Wales,

appeal to company members,

partnerships with Corrective

Victoria, Tasmania and Western

whose generosity is greatly

Services Departments

Australia. Planning for the

appreciated. This has been an

throughout the country and

first course in Queensland is

example of the ways in which

our amazing volunteer army.

also underway. A highlight for

people continue to support

I often liken our volunteers

me this year was two inmates

Prison Fellowship Australia

to ‘dots’ on an Aboriginal art

who ran a TPJ course in one

through their donations

canvas; each performing acts of

prison, unassisted. TPJ is

of money and time, or by

faithful service. They regularly

fast becoming our flagship

providing in-kind services.

visit prisoners, run courses or

course and I am excited by

Thank you to all of you!

programs, listen to stories of

its continued growth into the

guilt, pain, hurt and shame.

coming year.

most exciting in my time.

ear, grace and care. They often
serve alone or in small teams
– but they remain steadfast in
their volunteer service. Faithful.
Reliable.

PRISON FELLOWSHIP
AUSTRALIA BOARD MEMBERS

to launch our new website,

Significant growth came this

that this past year has been the

They respond with a listening

David Cormack

This year we were also able

God Bless,

TPJ has added to the existing
extraordinary impact of
our longstanding programs
delivered by volunteers and
staff around the country Visiting in Prison, Chaplaincy,

The privilege of my role is

The Sycamore Tree Project,

seeing the impact that all these

Camp for Kids, Art from Inside,

‘dots’ create when viewed as a

Angel Tree, Change On The

Glen Fairweather
General Manager
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OUR LOCAL CONTEXT
RISE IN PRISON POPULATION
PRISONERS - 30 June 2006 to 30 June 2016

Prison Fellowship International is the world's
largest criminal justice ministry and has
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations.
In 1981, Prison Fellowship Australia
became just the third national ministry
to be chartered by Prison Fellowship
International. We are now one of 120 such
ministries around the world and play an
active leadership role within this community,
especially in the Asia-Pacific region.
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OUR MINISTRY IN 2016/17
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SUPPORTERS

1040

ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS

873

SUPPORTING
CHURCHES

8

Annual Report 2016/17

Prison Fellowship Australia

Prison Fellowship Australia

Annual Report 2016/17

9

TPJ COURSE
FACILITATORS

26

COURSES
COMPLETED

13

COURSE
GRADUATES

114

THE PRISONER’S
JOURNEY
THIS IS NOT TRADITIONAL TEACHING OR PREACHING.
IT’S ABOUT PUTTING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IN
FRONT OF INMATES TO GIVE THEM THE CHANCE TO
MAKE UP THEIR OWN MINDS ABOUT HIM.
The Prisoner’s Journey is our flagship program. It is an 8 session course,
built from an innovative mix of videos, discussions, and stories. This is
not traditional teaching or preaching. It’s about putting the Good News
of Jesus in front of inmates to give them the chance to make up their
own minds about Him.
Tyson was, in his own words, a backslidden Christian. After several stints
in prison, Tyson wanted to do The Prisoner’s Journey ‘to help keep me
out of trouble’. Even though he left jail before he finished the program,
Tyson asked to continue the course by correspondence. Every week,
Tyson continues to follow along with The Prisoner’s Journey. He says, “I’m
doing the Journey course together with my wife and boy. It is challenging
and exciting at the same time... it is helping us all in the building of God’s
family and kingdom. May God bless you and your ministry team.”
Tyson made mistakes, but didn’t give up. He is now living on the outside.
His son has his Daddy back. His wife has her husband back. They are
going to church together as a family, and life looks entirely new.
Tyson is just one story from the hundreds of prisoners across the
country who have already done The Prisoner’s Journey course.
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VISITING
IN PRISON
THE DEDICATED TEAM OF PRISON
FELLOWSHIP VOLUNTEERS LOVE COMING
ALONGSIDE THOSE IN PRISON.

Life in prison can be very isolating. An incarcerated person may
be written off by friends and family, but we don’t believe this
is the end of the road for them. The dedicated team of Prison
Fellowship volunteers love coming alongside those in prison.
A woman who has been visited by a Prison Fellowship volunteer
sent this letter:
“Dearest Prison Fellowship,
The biggest thank you from me! I cannot tell you just how much
those Prison Fellowship visits actually mean. You know to us, we
can be going through some very tough challenges in prison. We so
look forward to that ray of sunshine that Prison Fellowship brings
to us. Your beautiful volunteer, what a genuine ambassador of
God and excellent role model she is. I am so blessed having her
as my friend and Christian mentor. Many times her dedication,
prayers, and visits really lifted my morale. Prison Fellowship, the
BIGGEST thank you.”
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SYCAMORE TREE
PROJECT
SEEDS OF HOPE AND RESTORATION FROM
THE SYCAMORE TREE PROJECT ALLOW
CRIME VICTIMS TO BECOME SURVIVORS...

Sycamore Tree Project is an 8-week restorative justice program that
provides an avenue for crime victims and inmates to discuss the effects
of crime, and how to make amends.
One crime victim said about the program: “To sit in a correctional centre
and offer part of my story, my identity, was not easy, yet it was also
extremely cathartic. As I began to hear [the prisoners’] stories and to see
their pain, I began to realise that they too experience stigmatisation,
ostracisation, bullying and belittling.”
Seeds of hope and restoration from the Sycamore Tree Project allows
crime victims to become survivors, and for offenders to see the damage
their crimes can cause.
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CHANGE
ON THE INSIDE
THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME HE HAD SHARED
THE STORY, AND, ENCOURAGINGLY, IT LED TO
HIM SEEKING SOME PROFESSIONAL HELP.

This Christian-based character development course runs for 6 weeks and is
facilitated by trained Prison Fellowship volunteers.
Change on the Inside covers themes like character, responsibility, selfcontrol, forgiveness, faith, and wisdom. Prisoners volunteer to enter the
course, and in a group of 10-12, they explore these topics together, through
teaching, discussions, role play, personal reflection, and a workbook
produced by Prison Fellowship.
One session on forgiveness had a prisoner very quiet and reflective. We had
been speaking about how forgiveness can have an effect on a person’s ability
to move forward. He shared that he had been abused as a child and how the
effects of this had in some ways defined his life from that point on. He traced
his problems with alcohol and then illicit drugs back to this defining moment
in his life.
He looked up and shared a thought that had come to him. Even though
he was not at all to blame for the hurt that had been inflicted on him this rested solely with the person who had wounded him - he still could
forgive the person. This was the first time he had shared the story, and,
encouragingly, it led to him seeking some professional help.
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A VOLUNTEER’S
STORY
AS WELL AS HIS WEEKLY PRISON VISIT, NEVIL
AND HIS WIFE GLORIA WERE KNOWN TO PROVIDE
TRANSPORT FOR PEOPLE (ESPECIALLY
CHILDREN) TO VISIT LOVED ONES.
A long-term veteran of Prison Fellowship, Nevil’s main activity has been
prison visiting, but his range of involvement has been very wide. In his early
days with us, Nevil spoke with inmates about relationships and parenting. He
was also involved with the debating society they ran in the prison. He says,
“Anyone who thinks all prisoners are dumb is way off the mark! They were
good debates.”
As well as his weekly prison visit, Nevil and his wife Gloria were known to
provide transport for people (especially children) to visit loved ones.
Nevil began dressmaking and leatherwork courses in a Victorian prison
many years ago. “For the dressmaking I would bring in a range of dressing
gown patterns for the participants to select the design they liked. Sample
swatches of material were then obtained, material selected and the course
commenced.
“The participants would pin the paper sleeve, front, back, etc. to the material
and cut around the edge. I would take these cut outs home, where Gloria,
my wife, would do the sewing. I would bring these sewn items next week
into prison and the process would continue. Talk about the blind leading the
blind- only Gloria knew what was happening!

NEVIL & GLORIA
KNELL

“I well remember one inmate who completed his dressing gown. He had
selected a beautiful Chinese dragon as his cloth. He walked and strutted
around the unit like a proud peacock wearing his dressing gown. Shortly
afterwards the prisoner was released and he went home with his dressing
gown. His mother rang me later so excited and exclaiming, ‘This is the first
thing my son has commenced and completed!’ “Nevil says our visits are highly
valued by prisoners and relationships built up are vital for inmates. Our
Visiting In Prison program is a long-term project; once a prisoner sees your
dedication, there is an opportunity for trust to be built, and conversations to
become deeper and more personal.
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ANGEL TREE
QLD

1725

WA

1389

NSW
ACT

THESE GIFTS ARE GIVEN ON BEHALF OF THE
INCARCERATED PARENT, TO HELP MAINTAIN FAMILY
RELATIONSHIPS IN SPITE OF DIFFICULT TIMES.

2645

VIC

542

GIFTS

TAS

120

PER STATE

TOTAL GIFTS
IN 2016

6421

Each Christmas, our offices are pressed to the limit with gifts to be
delivered to children of prisoners throughout Australia. These gifts
are given on behalf of the incarcerated parent, to help maintain
family relationships in spite of difficult times.
Many children feel abandoned when a parent goes to prison, which
can lead to negative changes in behaviour. One parent said about
her children visiting their father, “I didn’t know if it was the right
thing to do, taking them into that environment. I don’t want them to
follow their father’s example and to think that’s normal...”
Receiving a gift from their father gives a glimmer of hope that Dad
still cares.
“Even though what he’s done is wrong, he’s still their father and they
love him... He talks about trying to better himself so that someday
he can give them what they’ve missed out from him.”
It also reduces the financial strain on single parents as the sole
breadwinner in the family.
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CAMP
FOR KIDS
THE CAMP PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR KIDS
TO HAVE A BREAK FROM THEIR NORMAL SITUATION,
TO MEET OTHER CHILDREN STRUGGLING WITH THE
EFFECTS OF INCARCERATION...
Camp For Kids is a free camp for children of prisoners and exprisoners. The camp provides an opportunity for kids to have
a break from their normal situation, to meet other children
struggling with the effects of incarceration, and to break
the cycle of incarceration. Campers enjoy the chance to hear
stories, play games, and step outside their comfort zone in
adventure activities.
At a boys camp in Queensland, some of the boys had never
been tubing before and there was a lot of bravado expressed
leading up to getting to the dam on Sunday. Two boys became
very emotional about having a go when they got to the water,
but they faced their fears and with lots of encouragement,
tried something for the first time!
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31ST JANUARY 2017
Assets

Revenue:
2017

2016

2017
Current Assets

Donations

994,675

993,117

Grants

319,782

451,116

Bequests

52,823

95,069

Inventories

Sales

81,914

72,540

Other

9,867

13,093

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

Other

31,203

71,290

TOTAL

1,490,264

1,696,225

Interest

2016

Cash and cash equivalents

697,646

736, 694

Trade & other receivables

22,603

30,874

300

2,700

14,518

14,332

735,067

784,600

Property, plant & equipment

52,063

54,278

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS

52,063

54,278

787,130

838,878

Trade & other payables

61,761

195,844

Non-Current Assets

TOTAL ASSETS

Liabilities

Expenses:
2017

2016

Current Liabilities

Program Expenses

409,405

534,938

Grants/Income received in advance

61,485

31,912

Staff & Program Support

704,886

664,886

Provisions

43,798

54,444

Administration & Accountability

405,695

421,659

Other

14,715

(4,767)

1,519,986

1,621,483

181,759

277,433

(29,722)

74,742
Other

73,648

-

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

73,648

-

TOTAL LIABILITIES

255,407

277,433

NET ASSETS

531,723

561,445

TOTAL EQUITY

531,723

561,445

TOTAL
Surplus/(Deficit)

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
Non-Current Liabilities
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Phone: 03 9848 1224
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